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Residents may get up to five days per year for attendance at professional meetings particularly if they are presenting their work. In addition, residents presenting at national or specialty society meetings (e.g. Pediatric Academic Society, Society for Hospital Medicine) that would result in career advancement may be granted up to two days of additional leave at the discretion of the program director (PD). Each case will be reviewed independently and time off will be granted on a case-by-case basis once the initial five-day leave period has been utilized. All time off will also need approval from the rotation preceptor prior to approval from the PD.

When granting additional (i.e. >five) days off, factors such as ITE performance, professionalism violations, etc. may be taken into consideration. If seven days have been granted to any resident for a meeting/conference in a given year and s/he requests to attend another conference important for his/her career goals, the program will try its best to facilitate this by working with the resident to rearrange the schedule, however vacation time must be used for the days they are off. If the resident does not have any vacation remaining, s/he will need to swap shifts or arrange coverage and ‘pay back’ days that were covered by other residents. The chief residents may be able to help with this if need be.

Residents must obtain any and all approvals from the program director prior to registering or making travel arrangements for the meeting. 
Please fill out the conference leave request which will be available on the peds jax site and submit to the residency office as soon as you are aware of a conference you need to attend (i.e. an abstract has been approved) so that it can be processed.
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